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Panretin is a naturally occurring retinoid related to vitamin A that activates processes which 

regulate cell differentiation and proliferation in normal and neoplastic cells. inhibiting the 

growth of Kaposi sarcoma. 

Authorization:    

Topical treatment of cutaneous lesions in AIDS-related Kaposi sarcoma (KS). 

NOTE: not indicated when systemic therapy for KS is necessary (eg, >10 new lesions in previous 

month, symptomatic visceral involvement, symptomatic pulmonary KS, symptomatic 

lymphedema). There is no experience in using alitretinoin (topical) in combination with 

systemic treatment for KS. 

NOTE: Alitretinoin (topical) may be confused with tretinoin (topical) 

DosingApply gel twice daily to cutaneous lesions; may gradually increase application frequency 
to 3 or 4 times daily based on lesion tolerance. Continue as long as deriving clinical benefit; 
response may be observed within 2 weeks of initiation; however, most patients require a longer 
period, and further benefit may be attained with a longer application period (>14 weeks) in 
some patients. avoid normal skin and mucosal surfaces; avoid occlusive dressings 

PRECAUTIONS: photosensitivity; irritation to normal skin; extreme reaction of the lesions (pain, 
exfoliation, paresthesias) 

DRUG INTERACTIONS: concomitant use of DEET-containing preparations (increased DEET 
toxicity) 

 

 

 

 

PANRETIN  (alitretinoin 0.1% gel) 

Effective Date: 1/28/14 
Date Developed: 1/28/14 by Robert Sterling, MD 

Last Approval Date: 1/26/16, 1/24/17, 1/23/18, 1/22/19, 2/18/20, 2/2/21, 
8/3/21, 2/1/22, 1/31/23, 2/13/24, 2/18/25 
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